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White Mesa Ute Invite Public to Join Spiritual Walk to Protest Uranium Mill 

What: A rally and spiritual walk to protect the White Mesa Ute 
Community’s health, water, air, land, culture, and sacred sites from the 
nearby Energy Fuels uranium mill and show community opposition to the 
mill operating as an international dumping ground for radioactive waste 
from North America, Japan, and Europe. All relatives and allies welcome.

When: Saturday, October 4, 2025, 11 a.m. MDT rally followed by spiritual 
walk to the Energy Fuels uranium mill, about five miles on relatively flat 
pavement. Wear comfortable shoes and bring plenty of water. Limited 
number of vehicle seats available for elders and those not able to walk the 
whole way.

Where: The White Mesa Ute Community Center in White Mesa, Utah, just south of Blanding, Utah off 
Highway 191. The community center is on the west side of the highway. Turn west at the gas station 
and go one block south.

Why: The Ute Mountain Ute Community of White Mesa and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe are 
concerned about contamination from the nearby uranium mill and desecration of sacred sites.

Background: The uranium mill, owned by Energy Fuels Resources, is also where uranium ore from 
controversial uranium mines, including Pinyon Plain Mine, near the Grand Canyon, is sent for 
processing; Native American tribes, including the Havasupai Tribe, strongly oppose that mine. As far 
away as Madagascar, Indigenous people strongly oppose Energy Fuels’ operations. The October 4 
protest and walk are sponsored by the White Mesa Concerned Community and the Ute Mountain Ute 
Tribe. 

Quotes:
“I want my community to have good air quality, good water resources. We live there and that’s our 
homeland. And I will never leave my homeland for anything.” –Yolanda Badback, White Mesa 
Concerned Community cofounder.

“We love our community, and we love our people. We need to put a stop to this.” –Yolanda Badback, 
White Mesa Concerned Community cofounder.

mailto:ybadback427@gmail.com
mailto:bradley@greenaction.org
https://photos.app.goo.gl/6v8KJ1tbLc2fbyWVA
https://www.denverpost.com/2022/04/20/white-mesa-mill-uranium-contamination-ute/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2024/06/18/uranium-bearing-material-japan-has/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/06/16/estonia-doesnt-want-cant/
https://azmirror.com/2025/01/28/this-is-where-we-came-from-tribe-battles-uranium-transport-through-ancestral-lands/
https://baseresources.com.au/our-assets/toliara-project/
https://ejatlas.org/conflict/fighting-for-toliaras-local-communities-and-mikea-indigenous-groups-fundamental-rights-by-stopping-the-base-toliara-mineral-sands-and-rare-earths-mining-project-in-the-southwestern-region-of-madagascar
https://utahnewsdispatch.com/2024/10/04/white-mesa-uranium-mill-protest-in-salt-lake-city/
https://azmirror.com/2025/01/30/they-dont-care-about-us-tribal-town-fights-uranium-mills-expanding-operations/


“I sit out here and watch those trucks, and in the back of my mind, I’m wondering what they’re hauling 
… It kind of gets nerve-wracking. It’s scary.” –Anferny Cly, White Mesa Concerned Community

###

White Mesa Concerned Community is a grassroots group of concerned citizens of the Ute Mountain 
Ute community of White Mesa, Utah, located south of Energy Fuels’ uranium mill. We work to inform 
our people and protect our community, health, water, air, land, culture, and sacred sites from toxic 
contamination.

The 2025 Rally and Spiritual Walk is sponsored by the White Mesa Concerned Community and the 
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe.

Event co-sponsors: 
AmplifyEarth, Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition, Bidii Roots, Diné C.A.R.E., Earthjustice, 
Environmental Justice Clinic, University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law, Grand Canyon Trust, 
Great Old Broads for Wilderness, Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice, Haul No!, HEAL 
Utah, Indigenous, Environmental Network, Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment, National 
Parks Conservation Association, Sierra Club of Utah, Southern Utah, Wilderness Alliance, Uranium 
Watch.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L3RyqCsN2nQ&t=11405s

