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Kettleman City Residents & Greenaction File Civil 

Rights Complaints Against Dept. of Toxics/ Cal EPA 

over Expansion of Chem Waste Toxic Dump: 

 

 
Kettleman City residents, their community group  

El Pueblo para El Aire y Agua Limpia/People for Clean 

Air and Water and Greenaction have filed 

administrative complaints against the State Department 

of Toxic Substances Control and California EPA for 

violating state and federal civil rights laws due to their 

approval of the expansion of the giant Chemical Waste 

Management toxic waste landfill in Kettleman City.   

 

DTSC/CalEPA approved the expansion permits despite 

acknowledging that the expansion would have a 

significant negative impact on the environment.  

Especially outrageous was the State’s use of Kings 

County’s Environmental Impact Reports adopted 

through racially discriminatory processes including 

police intimidation and rules that gave Spanish-speakers 

only half the time to testify as  English speakers. Our 

complaints demand that DTSC and Cal EPA stop their 

violation of civil rights of the Latino and Spanish-

speaking residents, rescind the expansion permit, and 

work to promptly and finally replace the town’s toxic 

water supply with clean water. 

  

Greenaction & Gonzales Residents Win Final 

Victory Against Proposed Plasma Arc Garbage 

Incinerator in the Salinas Valley! 

Our fight to stop plans by the Salinas Valley Solid 

Waste Authority and Canadian company Plasco to 

construct the first plasma arc garbage incinerator 

in the US has ended in victory.  Plasco’s test plant 

in Canada faced financial and operational problems 

and in mid- February the company filed for 

bankruptcy, resulting in the Waste Authority 

confirming the project is dead. The air will be 

cleaner and the people healthier due to this victory 

won by Greenaction, the community group 

Asamblea Poder Popular de Gonzales, Laborers 

Union Local 297 and Assemblyman Luis Alejo. 

 

California Environmental Justice Coalition 

Demands Reform of Pro-Polluter State 

Department of Toxics Substances Control (DTSC) 

In January, Greenaction hosted a meeting between top  

DTSC officials including their new director Barbara Lee 

and representatives of 13 grassroots groups who are 

part of the California Environmental Justice  Coalition 

(CEJC).  The coalition’s first big campaign is challenging  

the pro-polluter DTSC to reform and improve.  Dozens 

of CEJC member groups worked together to compile 

comprehensive recommendations on how to reform the 

DTSC. Greenaction and other CEJC members from 

communities impacted by pollution spoke out in 

December at DTSC’s quarterly meeting in Sacramento, 

turning the meeting on its head as we demanded the 

DTSC start protecting people not polluters. 

 

CEJC was formed last summer by Greenaction and 

dozens of other community, environmental justice and 

indigenous groups.  Two hundred grassroots activists 

from 50 groups from urban, rural and indigenous 

communities came to Kettleman City on November 8th 

to launch the California Environmental Justice Coalition. 



 
Bayview Hunters Point, San Francisco: 

Climate Change, Rising Sea Levels and Toxics 

We are educating residents and challenging  

government and industry to address the threat posed 

by rising sea levels due to climate change. As glaciers 

melt and severe storms increase, communities with 

toxic sites along their waterfronts will face flooding that 

can spread contamination and threaten health and 

homes. We continue to battle polluters that contribute 

to climate change. We are demanding cleanup of toxic 

sites where open space and homes are planned.   

 

“Water is Life” Earth Week Actions in Moab, Utah to 

Target Proposed Nuclear Power Plant, Tar Sands 

Mining & Oil Industry n Onslaught – April 24 &25 

Greenaction is bringing together Utah groups and 

Native Nations to take action during Earth Week in 

Moab, Utah to draw attention to the enormous threat 

to the environment, health and climate from many 

polluting projects including the proposed Green River 

nuclear power plant, the first tar sands mine in the US 

being constructed in the Book Cliffs Wilderness, and the 

explosion of oil drilling and fracking in sensitive areas 

including near national parks. 

 

Greenaction Unites Farmers & Farmworkers to Stop 

“HECA” Coal & Fertilizer Plant in San Joaquin Valley 

Greenaction is uniting farmers and farmworkers in the  

rural San Joaquin Valley to stop the “Hydrogen Energy 

California” (HECA) project proposed near the Kern 

County communities of Buttonwillow and Tupman. 

HECA seeks approval from the state to import coal from 

New Mexico, gasify it, manufacture fertilizer, and inject 

some of the carbon emissions into the ground in order 

to extract oil. Unfortunately the Obama Administration 

is supporting the project, making a mockery of their 

commitment to reducing climate change and upholding 

environmental justice. The fight is on! 

Annual Gathering at Ward Valley Commemorates       

113 Day Occupation by of Proposed Nuclear Dump 

Defying the threat of arrest by armed federal police on 

February 13, 1998, hundreds of tribal members and 

environmental justice and indigenous activists 

barricaded the roads, began sacred ceremonies and 

occupied the proposed nuclear waste dump site at 

Ward Valley in the Mojave Desert.  The occupation 

continued for 113 days, through blazing heat, a 

tornado, hail and cold weather. Finally the White House 

backed down when it became clear that the five tribes 

of the Colorado River Native Nations Alliance and 

supporters would not abandon the occupation until the 

test drilling for the proposed dump was dropped. 

 

On Saturday, February 7, 2015, Greenaction’s director 

and members of our board joined with tribal leaders, 

elders, and other allies to commemorate and celebrate 

the historic occupation that led to victory. The 

occupation was Greenaction’s very first action, and we 

continue to be honored to work with the tribes to 

protect the environment and sacred indigenous lands. 

 
PLEASE SUPPORT GREENACTION!   
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